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Cogni&ve	approach	 Stylis&c	approach	

Chaski	2001	 McMenamin	2002	

Idiolect	not	necessary	

The	individual	is	unique	because	of	style	

Analysis	of	style	markers	

Variability	caused	by	socio-historical	
differences	

Idiolect	is	fundamental	

The	individual	is	unique	in	the	use	of	
syntac2c	structures	

Analysis	of	syntac2c	structures	

Variability	caused	by	differences	in	
cogni2ve	structures	



Cogni2ve	 Stylis2c	

Scien2fic?	

Analyst’s	bias	

Undefined	
concepts	

Scien2fic?	

Explana2on	of	
varia2on	
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Grant	&	Baker’s	Method	
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Grant	&	Baker‘s	Method	

Replicability	 Analyst’s	bias	

Undefined	
concepts	

Explana2on	of	
varia2on	



Systemic Functional Linguistics 

Holis2c	
• Modern	linguis2c	theory	
• Coherence	of	descrip2on	

Inherently	sociolinguis2c	
• Based	on	no2on	of	choice	

Cogni2vely	realis2c	
• Neurolinguis2cs;	Natural	Language	Genera2on	
• Correla2on	with	findings	in	social	psychology	
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Derek Bentley Case 

I	then…	

Lay	people	Then	I…	

Police	officers	

Clausal	Theme	=	Textual	Seman2cs	

Statement (constant) 

Semantic Variation 
(Textual meaning) 

Lexicogrammatical 
Variation 

(Position of then) 

- 



Discriminator(s)	
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Grant	&	Baker	‘s	
Proposal	
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3	
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Using	Systemic	Func2onal	Linguis2cs	

Marker	
1	

SFL	



Grant	&	Baker	‘s	
Proposal	

Replicability	 Analyst’s	bias	

Undefined	
concepts	

Explana2on	of	
varia2on	

Using	Systemic	Func2onal	Linguis2cs	



• 	gender	
• 	age	
• 	educa2on	level	
• 	social	class	
• 	ethnicity	

• 	300	words	
• 	Introduc2on	only	

Analysis	 506	
Variables	

Experiment	1	



Results	

• Determina2ve	
• Ellipted	

• Rela2onal	 • No	difference	

Number	of	
variables	 Subjec2vity	 Distribu2on	

for	genre	



Experiment	2	Biber’s	Mul2dimensional	
Analysis	



Experiment	2	Biber’s	Mul2dimensional	
Analysis	
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Cogni&ve	approach	 Stylis&c	approach	

Idiolect	not	necessary	

The	individual	is	unique	
because	of	style	

Analysis	of	style	markers	

Variability	caused	by	
socio-historical	differences	

Idiolect	is	fundamental	

The	individual	is	unique	
in	the	use	of	syntac2c	

structures	

Analysis	of	syntac2c	
structures	

Variability	caused	by	
differences	in	cogni2ve	

structures	

SFL	approach	

Idiolect	is	theorised	

The	individual	is	unique	
because	of	cogni2ve	
differences	in	style	

Style	markers	=	
syntac2c	structures	

Variability	caused	by	
cogni2ve	structures	
caused	by	socio-

historical	differences	



Thank	you	


